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Health/Life Safety requirements became a 
part of the school code in 1875 after the Great 
Chicago Fire.

Our Lady of Angels 
Fire (Chicago) in 1958 
was another tragic 
fire that triggered life 
safety provisions for 
schools not only in 
Illinois but 
nationwide.



 Lakeview Grammar School – 3/4/1908
 Collinwood, OH – 175 dead

 Consolidated School – 3/18/1937
  New London, TX – 294 dead

 Our Lady of the Angels School – 12/1/1958 
Chicago, IL – 95 dead



 On May 18, 1927, Andrew Kehoe blew up the 
Bath Consolidated School in Bath Township, 
Mich., with hundreds of pounds of dynamite. 
Forty-five people died, including 38 children 
and Kehoe himself.



Full Date School Name City Density Enrollment Short Summary

12/16/2002 Englewood High School Chicago Urban 781 Shooting outside school following prior altercation
08/30/2004 Proviso East High School Maywood Suburban 1,835 Argument in parking lot while victim was waiting to pick up brother, shot in chest
01/23/2009 Cahokia High School Cahokia Rural 841 Gang related shooting outside of school

03/01/2012 Infinity Math Science & Technology High 
School Chicago Urban 20 There was an altercation on the front steps of the school. The offender stabbed two students, one of 

them fatally. 
10/19/2012 Banner Academy South Chicago Urban 241 Victim shot during robbery
06/16/2016 Mcnair Elementary School Chicago Urban 322 School employee shot in the head outside of the school - Unknown shooter
01/27/2017 Thomas G Scullen Middle School Naperville Suburban 1014 Adult male fatally shot in the parking lot while picking up child
12/28/2019 Mason-Clark Middle School East St. Louis Suburban 663 13YOM shot in the street and found dead in school parking lot the next morning
02/19/2021 Lincoln Middle School Rockford Suburban 683 Man who was fatally shot found inside vehicle on the front yard of the school

11/17/2021 Lanphier High School Springfield Suburban 1,199 Student stabbed one victim in the chest who did not survive his injuries and the other victim had non 
life threatening injuries.

10/22/2022 Chalmers Elementary School Chicago Urban 218 16-year-old boy killed and 13-year-old girl wounded on playground, unsolved case
12/16/2022 Benito Juarez High School Chicago Urban 1654 4 students shot at dismissal, gang related
03/01/2023 Sawyer Elementary School Chicago Urban 1021 Police officer killed next to school playground while kids were playing
09/15/2023 Hillcrest High School Country Club Hills Suburban 1314 Student killed while leaving football game
01/22/2024 CICS Loomis-Longwood High School Chicago Urban 1249 Student fatally shot 15 times in drive-by shooting in school parking lot.
01/26/2024 Innovations High School Chicago Urban 484 Two students were shot leaving their school. 
11/09/2024 Hillcrest High School Country Club Hills Suburban 1191 Victim shot in vehicle in parking lot
09/16/2025 Lincoln Middle School Berwyn Urban 791 Lee killed his wife and her mother in a murder-suicide outside of the school that his wife worked at. 

https://www.theviolenceproject.org





 Part 185 – Prior to July 1,1965 *
 Part 175 – July 1965-1995 *
 1993 BOCA – March 95 to July 98
 1996 BOCA – July 98 to October 05
 2003 IBC – October 05 to September 07
 2006 IBC – September 07 to January 10
 2009 IBC – January 10 to July 16
 2015 IBC – July 2016 to Dec 24
 2024 IBC – January 2025 to present

 *  Repealed and fall under 1993 BOCA
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 Based on 23 Illinois Administrative Code 180 
Section 180.120 Safety Reference Plans shall 
include:
 A site plan
 Schematic floor plan
 An attic plan
 Such additional drawings as needed to adequately 

explain operational characteristics of the facility.
 







YES

NO





 Exit signs are to be lit while building is 
occupied.

 Press switch on sign to ensure
     battery back-up is functional.

 Test emergency lights to ensure
     all are in working order.



 Properly labeled

 In proper container

 In approved cabinet

 Should have SDS
     for each product



 Needs to be in a system
     normal condition.

 Inspected yearly by
     alarm company.

 Demand immediate
     repair if in “trouble”.





 Sprinkler and Standpipe systems shall be 
inspected annually.

 Shall be in operating 
     condition.



 In standpipe systems with 
hose cabinets, hoses need to 
be inspected annually and 
tested every 5 years after 
date of manufacture and 
every 3 years after that.



     

Storage 24” below ceiling in 
non-sprinkled buildings

Storage 18” below 
     sprinkler heads



75’ Travel Distance



 Must be 15 minute 
     constant flow
 Make sure flow is adequate –
     hard water is a issue



 The IFC prohibits 
natural cut tress in areas 
that are not protected 
with sprinklers.

 If sprinklers are 
installed, then certain 
minimum requirements 
apply for the display of 
natural cut trees.



 Must not promote spread of fire
 Must allow for orderly
     evacuation
 Must not block safety features
     of building



 Extension are for temporary use only
 Use fused power strip for multiple outlets
 Do not piggyback power strips



 All identified electrical hazards shall be abated.

 Examples
 Unsecured electrical panels accessible to students
 Electrical panels not properly labeled
 Open spots in the circuit panel
 Broken outlets
 Missing switch/outlet covers



Carbon monoxide detection 
is required in any place a 
gas consuming appliance is 
utilized. 

Existing buildings can 
utilize plug in detectors.

In new construction 
detectors shall be tied into 
the fire alarm system.



For any hardware 
assemblies installed or 
physically replaced on 
or after July 1, 2019, 
unlatching must
be completed within 
one single egress 
motion.



 Non toxic art supplies applies to grade school 
level (k-6)

 Kiln fuel switch applies to fuel fed kilns

 Explosion proof fixtures apply to areas where 
flammable/combustible materials are used



 Area or room must be 
protected with sprinklers

 Sprinklers in spray 
area/exhaust

 Cover sprinkler heads with 
thin plastic bags

 Mechanical exhaust directly 
to outside

 No welding or other spark 
producing operations

open-front-booth-bench_cat-01

http://www.thefinishpro.com/store/home.php?cat=268


 Protective eye glasses shall be provided to 
and worn by all students, teachers, and 
visitors when participating in or observing 
dangerous vocational arts and chemical-
physical courses of laboratories as specified 
in 105 ILCS 115/1. Eye protection shall 
comply with ANSI Z87.1.

 Glasses can be issued or kept in room.



 Must post occupancy loads (111)
 Must have proper number of exits (112)
 Means of egress arrange (113)
 Illuminated exit signs (114)
 Emergency Lighting (115)
 Fire Rated Construction (116)
 Fire Detection (117)



Occupant loads
must be posted in a
place conspicuous to
the general public.



 Emergency lighting (141)
 Fire-rated construction (142)
 Fire detectors (143)
 Spray finishing (144)
 Limited spray spaces (145)
 Electrical wiring/Equip (146)
 Welding booth exhaust (147)
 Eye glasses (148)









 No storage underneath unless designed for 
with sprinkler or fire alarm system

 Must be
     maintained and
     safe for
     occupancy.



 Emergency fuel switch must be clearly labeled
 Must have OSFM certificate posted (Date Current)

 Must have a fire detector
    (on buildings with fire or sprinkler systems)

 Not be used for storage
        (may need to make judgment 
        calls on older building 
        where huge boilers have 
        been replaced with small units)



Occupant loads
must be posted in a
place conspicuous to
the general public.



 Classroom doors
 No requirement to be locked
 Student must be able to exit classroom without having to 

unlock door or having special knowledge

 Vision Panels
 Must remain clear (100 square inches)
 Must be safety glass
 If fire rated corridor, panel must match rating

 



 Outlets in K-2 must have covers/plugs when 
not is use

Window shades cords in K-2 must arranged to 
avoid entanglement or strangulation



 Storage in corridors is not allowed
 Artwork should not cover more than 20% of 

wall space
 Hanging artwork can not obstruct the proper 

function of sprinkler system, obstruct the 
ability to see exit signs, or block illumination of 
corridor by emergency lighting. 

 Pay attention to doors in corridors designed to 
control smoke and occupant travel that have 
been removed or blocked open.



 Direct paths of escape exiting from inside 
public school buildings are strictly prohibited 
from discharging into an enclosed

 "Not an Exit" signs are visibly displayed on the 
interior egress side of any doors leading 
directly into courtyards



 Must have certificate of inspection
 Includes elevators, chair lifts, escalators or 

similar devices for the movement of passengers 
from one level to another

 Elevator rooms are for the sole use of housing 
elevator equipment and no other storage is 
allowed.

 Areas outside of elevator must remain clear





 If used for educational purposes, required to 
have fire alarm or sprinkler system depending 
on when greenhouse was built.

 If used for operations other than education and 
no students occupy the greenhouse, sprinklers 
and fire alarms are not required.



 Posted Occupant Loads (456)
 Number of Exits (457)
 Means of Egress Arrangement (458)
 Illuminated Exit Signs (459)
 Emergency Lighting (460)
 Fire Rated Construction (461)



 Exhaust fan (488)
 The purpose of exhaust fans is to remove odors and 

smoke from cooking out of the room. This can be 
achieved with a whole room vent that vents to the 
outside or individual hoods over the cooking areas 
that vent outside.

 Self contained hoods that vent into the room or 
HVAC systems that serve the whole building do not 
meet intent of the code.

 If there is a question of the appropiateness of the 
venting, have the District architect verify.



 Emergency Lighting 
 Fire Rated Construction (513)
 Fire Alarm Audibility 
 Fire Detectors (514)
 Welding Booth Exhaust (515)
 Eye Glasses (516)



 This refers to commercial 
preparation of food, not used 
by students.

 These fire extinguishers are 
required to be compatible 
with the fire suppression 
agent used in the cooking 
hood.  

 Cooking equipment 
involving vegetable or animal 
oil shall be protected using a 
Class K extinguisher.



 Extinguishing system must be 
inspected and tagged every 6 
months

 Extinguishing heads must 
align over cooking surfaces

 Hood cleaning is to be 
completed on regular basis, no 
specific time periods

 Can require more frequent 
cleaning if build up of grease 
is observed



 Posted Occupant Loads (572)
 Number of Exits (573)
 Means of Egress Arrangement (574)
 Illuminated Exit Signs (575)
 Emergency Lighting (576)
 Fire-Rated Construction (577)
 Fire Detectors (578)



 - Reserved section for future 
 - Common scene approaches



 Fire-rated construction (628)
 Fire Detectors (629)
 Storage of Combustibles (630)



 Music practice rooms usually need to have a 
audio/visual device in the room.

 Covering on walls for sound proofing must be 
designed for application. 



 Decreasing as digital media takes over
 If still in use, must have vent that goes to 

outside
 Chemicals need to be properly labeled
 Watch for excessive quantities of chemicals
 Look for labs that have been repurposed.



 A fume hood exhaust needs to be provided 
when the mixing of chemicals occurs.  This 
must exhaust directly to the outside.

 These booths should not be used for storage, 
which is a commonly found violation.



 All chemicals need to be labeled
 All chemicals need to be properly stored
 There shall be a log of all chemicals stored in 

the science lab
 Excessive or used chemicals need to be 

disposed of in approved manner.



 Number of Exits (739)
 Number of exits need to be maintained as designed
 Seeing exits locked due to security issues
 Exit paths can not be used for storage of sporting 

equipment
 Exhaust Fans/Ventilation (742)

 Ventilation of some type is needed. 
 Type is determined by what code
    school falls under.
 If it stinks when you inspect it, 
   there may be a ventilation problem.



 Ground
 Clearance from Vegitation (768)
 Shutdown and Marking (769)

 Roof
 Roof Access (794)
 Rapid Shutdown (795)
 Marking (796)



 The proscenium curtain is part of the proscenium wall 
protection system.  And for these stages, must be 
installed, maintained, and tested in accordance with 
NFPA 101 – Life Safety Code – 1967 edition.  

 (See Appendix E for recommended practice for 
proscenium curtains)



 Stage curtains must be flameproof or flame 
retardant. All other decorative materials shall 
be of noncombustible material or fame 
retardant.
 Props build of wood should be painted on back side 

or other retardant applied to provide protection
 Stage should not be used for storage of construction 

materials for props



 Stages which are equipped with fly galleries, 
gridirons, and rigging for movable theater-type 
scenery shall be protected with sprinklers, even 
in existing stages.

 Stages and enclosed platforms > 500 ft2 are 
required to have a ventilator(s) that is:
 Manually operated from the
 stage floor, and
 Automatically operated by fusible links
     or approved heat actuating devices
 Ventilator opening must be ≥ 5% of the
     stage floor area



 Stages that are greater than 1,000 ft2 are 
required to have a standpipe.
 Size requirements on standpipe differ dependent on 

which code school was built under.
 Hose may be required depending on code. Check 

with local FD as some jurisdictions do not want hose 
attached as they want occupants to evacuate, not 
fight the fire.





 In general, the space below stages need to be 
protected with sprinklers or fire detectors if no 
sprinkler system is available.

 Noncombustible materials are the only things 
that should be stored below the stage unless it 
is sprinkled.





  



 Fire Rated Construction (938)
 Fire Detector (939)
 Classroom/Janitor’s Closets (940)



If it is a assembly use
Posted Occupant Loads (965)
Number of Exits (966)
Means of Egress Arrangement (967)
Illuminated Exit Signs (968)
Emergency Lighting (969)



 U.S. Coast Guard approved ring bouy
 Life hook at least 12’ in length
 First Aid Kit
 Emergency Telephone and Contact List
 Lifeguard Station

Source:
TITLE 77: PUBLIC HEALTH 
CHAPTER I: DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
SUBCHAPTER n: RECREATIONAL FACILITIES
PART 820 SWIMMING FACILITY CODE 
SECTION 820.310 SAFETY EQUIPMENT



 Fire –rated construction (1000)
 Fire detector (1001)
 Exhaust fan (1002)

The above points apply if the area contains 
cooking and heating appliances or where 
objectionable odors are created.



 Time-out rooms ceiling height shall be the 
same as surrounding rooms

 Room shall be large enough to accommodate 
student and another person required to 
accompany student



 Constructed using  materials that won’t harm 
student

 Student can’t climb wall

 Viewing panels shall be fire rated and glazed

 Padding shall meet fire-resistance requirements 
or interior finish requirements



If a locking mechanism is used on the enclosure, 
the mechanism shall be constructed so that it will 
engage only when a key, handle, knob, or other 
similar device is being held in position by a 
person, unless the mechanism is an electrically or 
electronically controlled one that is automatically 
released when the building’s fire alarm system is 
triggered.  Upon release of the locking mechanism 
by the supervising adult, the door must be able to 
be opened readily.



 Any enclosure for isolated time out shall be 
designed to permit continuous visual 
monitoring of and communication with the 
student.



 Fixtures need to operate as intended
 Faucets have hot and cold water
 If a fixture is gone, it needs to be replaced

 The exhaust fan needs to be functional



Specific Requirements
 - Emergency lighting
 - Fire rated construction (1080)
 - Fire detection (1081)
 - Fire extinguisher (1082)
 - Saw dust collection system (1083)
 - Safety glasses for students (1084)
 - Housekeeping (1085)





Ensure that sawdust 
collection systems are
emptied on regular
basis.

Full systems will not 
collect sawdust and
create a dust/fire
hazard.



Mark Bozik
Kane County ROE
mbozik@kaneroe.org
630-444-3018 office
630-669-8195 cell

mailto:mbozik@kaneroe.org
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