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Solids are a kind of matter. They are things that have their own shape. 
They do not flow like liquids do. You can see and touch solids. You can 
describe a solid by its properties. Some of those properties are color, 
shape, size, and texture.  

Bowling balls and tennis balls are both solids. Each has its own shape. You 
can see and touch both of them. Are they different? Let’s compare. 

Most tennis balls are yellow or green, but they also come in many other 
colors. Most bowling balls are black, but they come in many colors, too.  

Both kinds of balls are round. They do, however, have very different sizes. 
Tennis balls are small. You can hold a tennis ball in one hand. A bowling 
ball is much bigger. It is also much heavier than a tennis ball. 
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Bowling balls and tennis balls have different textures. A bowling ball is 
smooth. A tennis ball has a soft and fuzzy texture. 

What can a tennis ball do that a bowling ball cannot? Bounce! Tennis 
balls are made to bounce. Bowling balls do not bounce. 

Both bowling balls and tennis balls are solids. But they are also very 
different from each other! 
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