
 

HLS Checklist 

Explanation and Examples 







Health/Life Safety requirements became a part of 
the school code in 1875 after the Great Chicago 
Fire.  Our Lady of Angels Fire (Chicago) in 1958 
was another tragic fire that triggered life safety 
provisions for schools not only in Illinois but 
nationwide.   

 



 Based on 23 Illinois Administrative Code 180 
Section 180.120 Safety Reference Plans shall 
include: 

 A site plan 

 Schematic floor plan 

 An attic plan 

 Such additional drawings as needed to adequately 
explain operational characteristics of the facility. 

  

 







 

YES 

NO 





 Exit signs are to be lit while building is 
occupied. 

 

 Press switch on sign to ensure 

     battery back-up is functional. 

 

 Test emergency lights to ensure 

     all are in working order. 

 

 

 

 



 

 Properly labeled 

 

 In proper container 

 

 In approved cabinet 

 

 Should have SDS 

     for each product 

 

 



 

 

 Needs to be in a system 

     normal condition. 

 

 Inspected yearly by 

     alarm company. 

 

 Demand immediate 

     repair if in “trouble”. 





 

 

 Sprinkler and Standpipe systems shall be 
inspected annually. 

 Shall be in operating  

     condition. 

 

 



 

 

 In standpipe systems with 
hose cabinets, hoses need to 
be inspected annually and 
tested every 5 years after 
date of manufacture and 
every 3 years after that. 

 



 

      

 

 

 

Storage 24” below ceiling in  
non-sprinkled buildings 

Storage 18” below  
     sprinkler heads 



 

75’ Travel Distance 



 Must be 15 minute  

     constant flow 

 Make sure flow is adequate – 

     hard water is a issue 

 



 The IFC prohibits 
natural cut tress in areas 
that are not protected 
with sprinklers. 

 

 If sprinklers are 
installed, then certain 
minimum requirements 
apply for the display of 
natural cut trees. 

 



 Must not promote spread of fire 

 Must allow for orderly 

     evacuation 

 Must not block safety features 

     of building 

 



 Extension are for temporary use only 

 Use fused power strip for multiple outlets 

 Do not piggyback power strips 

 



 All identified electrical hazards shall be abated. 

 

 Examples 

 Unsecured electrical panels accessible to students 

 Electrical panels not properly labeled 

 Open spots in the circuit panel 

 Broken outlets 

 Missing switch/outlet covers 



 Non toxic art supplies applies to grade school 
level (k-6) 

 

 Kiln fuel switch applies to fuel fed kilns 

 

 Explosion proof fixtures apply to areas where 
flammable/combustible materials are used 

 

 



 
 Area or room must be 

protected with sprinklers 
 Sprinklers in spray 

area/exhaust 
 Cover sprinkler heads with 

thin plastic bags 
 Mechanical exhaust directly 

to outside 
 No welding or other spark 

producing operations 

 

http://www.thefinishpro.com/store/home.php?cat=268


 Protective eye glasses shall be provided to 
and worn by all students, teachers, and 
visitors when participating in or observing 
dangerous vocational arts and chemical-
physical courses of laboratories as specified 
in 105 ILCS 115/1. Eye protection shall 
comply with ANSI Z87.1. 

 

 Glasses can be issued or kept in room. 



 Must post occupancy loads (37) 

 Must have proper number of exits (38) 

 Means of egress arrange (39) 

 Illuminated exit signs (40) 

 Emergency Lighting (41) 

 Fire Rated Construction (42) 



Occupant loads 

must be posted in a 

place conspicuous to 

the general public. 



 Emergency lighting (50) 

 Fire-rated construction (51) 

 Fire detectors (53) 

 Spray paint rooms (54) 

 Limited spray spaces (55) 

 Explosion proof lights (56) 

 Welding booth exhaust (57) 

 Eye glasses (58) 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 No storage underneath unless designed for 
with sprinkler or fire alarm system 

 

 Must be 

     maintained and 

     safe for 

     occupancy. 

 



 Emergency fuel switch must be clearly labeled 

 Must have OSFM certificate posted (Date Current) 

 Must have a fire detector 

    (on buildings with fire or sprinkler systems) 

 Not be used for storage 
        (may need to make judgment  

        calls on older building  

        where huge boilers have  

        been replaced with small units) 



Occupant loads 

must be posted in a 

place conspicuous to 

the general public. 



 
 Classroom doors 

 No requirement to be locked 
 Student must be able to exit classroom without having to 

unlock door or having special knowledge 
 

 Vision Panels 
 Must remain clear (100 square inches) 
 Must be safety glass 
 If fire rated corridor, panel must match rating 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 



 Outlets in K-2 must have covers/plugs when 
not is use 

 

 

 

Window shades cords in K-2 must arranged to 
avoid entanglement or strangulation 

 

 



 Must have a fire detector 

      (If building has sprinkler or fire alarm system) 

 Becomes an issue as tech guys move equipment and 
end up overtaking closts, storages areas, etc. 



 Storage in corridors is not allowed 

 Artwork should not cover more than 20% of 
wall space 

 Hanging artwork can not obstruct the proper 
function of sprinkler system, obstruct the 
ability to see exit signs, or block illumination of 
corridor by emergency lighting.  

 Pay attention to doors in corridors designed to 
control smoke and occupant travel that have 
been removed or blocked open. 



 

 Must have certificate of inspection 

 Includes elevators, chair lifts, escalators or 
similar devices for the movement of passengers 
from one level to another 

 Elevator rooms are for the sole use of housing 
elevator equipment and no other storage is 
allowed. 

 Areas outside of elevator must remain clear 



 



 

 If used for educational purposes, required to 
have fire alarm or sprinkler system depending 
on when greenhouse was built. 

 

 If used for operations other than education and 
no students occupy the greenhouse, sprinklers 
and fire alarms are not required. 

 

 



 Posted Occupant Loads (138) 

 Number of Exits (139) 

 Means of Egress Arrangement (140) 

 Illuminated Exit Signs (141) 

 Emergency Lighting (142) 

 Fire Rated Construction (142) 



 Exhaust fan (154) 

 The purpose of exhaust fans is to remove odors and 
smoke from cooking out of the room. This can be 
achieved with a whole room vent that vents to the 
outside or individual hoods over the cooking areas 
that vent outside. 

 Self contained hoods that vent into the room or 
HVAC systems that serve the whole building do not 
meet intent of the code. 

 If there is a question of the appropiateness of the 
venting, have the District architect verify. 



 Emergency Lighting (160) 

 Fire Rated Construction (161) 

 Fire Alarm Audibility (162) 

 Fire Detectors (163) 

 Welding Booth Exhaust (164) 

 Eye Glasses (165) 



 
 This refers to commercial 

preparation of food, not used 
by students. 
 

 These fire extinguishers are 
required to be compatible 
with the fire suppression 
agent used in the cooking 
hood.   
 

 Cooking equipment 
involving vegetable or animal 
oil shall be protected using a 
Class K extinguisher. 
 



 Extinguishing system must be 
inspected and tagged every 6 
months 
 

 Extinguishing heads must 
align over cooking surfaces 
 

 Hood cleaning is to be 
completed on regular basis, no 
specific time periods 
 

 Can require more frequent 
cleaning if build up of grease 
is observed 
 



 Posted Occupant Loads (189) 
 Number of Exits (190) 
 Means of Egress Arrangement (191) 
 Illuminated Exit Signs (192) 
 Emergency Lighting (193) 
 Fire-Rated Construction (194) 
 Fire Alarm Audibility (195) 
 Fire Detectors (196) 



 Fire-rated construction (198) 

 Fire alarm audibility (199) 

 Fire Detectors (200) 

 



 Music practice rooms usually need to have a 
audio/visual device in the room. 

 

 Covering on walls for sound proofing must be 
designed for application.  



 Decreasing as digital media takes over 

 If still in use, must have vent that goes to 
outside 

 Chemicals need to be properly labeled 

 Watch for excessive quantities of chemicals 

 Look for labs that have been repurposed. 

 



 

 All chemicals need to be labeled 

 All chemicals need to be properly stored 

 There shall be a log of all chemicals stored in 
the science lab 

 Excessive or used chemicals need to be 
disposed of in approved manner. 



 A fume hood exhaust needs to be provided 
when the mixing of chemicals occurs.  This 
must exhaust directly to the outside. 

 These booths should not be used for storage, 
which is a commonly found violation. 

 



 Number of Exits (235) 
 Number of exits need to be maintained as designed 

 Seeing exits locked due to security issues 

 Exit paths can not be used for storage of sporting 
equipment 

 Exhaust Fans/Ventilation (239) 
 Ventilation of some type is needed.  

 Type is determined by what code 

    school falls under. 

 If it stinks when you inspect it,  

   there may be a ventilation problem. 

 



 The proscenium curtain is part of the proscenium wall 
protection system.  And for these stages, must be 
installed, maintained, and tested in accordance with 
NFPA 101 – Life Safety Code – 1967 edition.   

 (See Appendix E for recommended practice for 
proscenium curtains) 

 



 Stage curtains must be flameproof or flame 
retardant. All other decorative materials shall 
be of noncombustible material or fame 
retardant. 

 Props build of wood should be painted on back side 
or other retardant applied to provide protection 

 Stage should not be used for storage of construction 
materials for props 

 



 Stages which are equipped with fly galleries, 
gridirons, and rigging for movable theater-type 
scenery shall be protected with sprinklers, even 
in existing stages. 

 Stages and enclosed platforms > 500 ft2 are 
required to have a ventilator(s) that is: 
 Manually operated from the 

 stage floor, and 

 Automatically operated by fusible links 

     or approved heat actuating devices 

 Ventilator opening must be ≥ 5% of the 

     stage floor area 

 



 Stages that are greater than 1,000 ft2 are 
required to have a standpipe. 

 Size requirements on standpipe differ dependent on 
which code school was built under. 

 Hose may be required depending on code. Check 
with local FD as some jurisdictions do not want hose 
attached as they want occupants to evacuate, not 
fight the fire. 

 



 



 

 

 In general, the space below stages need to be 
protected with sprinklers or fire detectors if no 
sprinkler system is available. 

 

 Noncombustible materials are the only things 
that should be stored below the stage unless it 
is sprinkled. 



 



   



 Fire Rated Construction (283) 

 Fire Detector (284) 

 Classroom/Janitor’s Closets (285) 

 



If it is a assembly use 
Posted Occupant Loads (289) 

Number of Exits (290) 

Means of Egress Arrangement (291) 

Illuminated Exit Signs (292) 

Emergency Lighting (293) 



 U.S. Coast Guard approved ring bouy 

 Life hook at least 12’ in length 

 First Aid Kit 

 Emergency Telephone and Contact List 

 Lifeguard Station 

 
Source: 
TITLE 77: PUBLIC HEALTH  
CHAPTER I: DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
SUBCHAPTER n: RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 
PART 820 SWIMMING FACILITY CODE  
SECTION 820.310 SAFETY EQUIPMENT 



 Fire –rated construction (301) 

 Fire detector (302) 

 Exhaust fan (303) 

 

The above points apply if the area contains 
cooking and heating appliances or where 
objectionable odors are created. 



 

 Time-out rooms ceiling height shall be the 
same as surrounding rooms 

 

 Room shall be large enough to accommodate 
student and another person required to 
accompany student 

 



 Constructed using  materials that won’t harm 
student 

 

 Student can’t climb wall 

 

 Viewing panels shall be fire rated and glazed 

 

 Padding shall meet fire-resistance requirements 
or interior finish requirements 

 



If a locking mechanism is used on the enclosure, 
the mechanism shall be constructed so that it will 
engage only when a key, handle, knob, or other 
similar device is being held in position by a 
person, unless the mechanism is an electrically or 
electronically controlled one that is automatically 
released when the building’s fire alarm system is 
triggered.  Upon release of the locking mechanism 
by the supervising adult, the door must be able to 
be opened readily. 

 



 Any enclosure for isolated time out shall be 
designed to permit continuous visual 
monitoring of and communication with the 
student. 

 



 

 Fixtures need to operate as intended 

 Faucets have hot and cold water 

 If a fixture is gone, it needs to be replaced 

 

 The exhaust fan needs to be functional 

 

 



Specific Requirements 

 - Must have emergency lighting (314) 

 - Must have fire rated construction (315) 

 - Must have fire detection (317) 

 - Must have fire extinguisher (318) 

 - Must have dust collection system (319) 

 - Must be eye glasses for students (320) 

 



 



Ensure that sawdust  

collection systems are 

emptied on regular 

basis. 

 

Full systems will not  

collect sawdust and 

create a dust/fire 

hazard. 



Mark Bozik 
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Rock Island County ROE 
Clayton.Naylor@riroe.com 
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