
ISBE ELA Content Specialists – Writing Strategies 
 

 

Write-Alouds 
Targeted Standards: 
W.6.3 -- Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 
W.7.3 – Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 
W.8.3 -- Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

Write-aloud is taught to small groups or a whole class in briskly paced, 10- to 15-minute 
lessons. Model your own writing of a short text, generally choosing one particular aspect of a 
genre to write-aloud (such as an opening or closing paragraph of a longer essay or a dialogue 
between characters). 
Procedure: 

1. Plan write-aloud lessons for types of writing that present particular challenges to your 
students. Prepare for the lesson by writing your own short texts and developing 
awareness of your own decision-making while you write.  (See example below.) 

2. Tell students that you will be verbalizing your own thinking for them as you write. Ask 
students to pay attention to the decisions you make as you write, and remind them that 
they will be producing this same type of text themselves. 

3. Explain to students what kind of text you will be writing and what you want to 
accomplish as you write this text. For example, if you are writing for narrative dialogue, 
point out that characters' talk should explain the main problem of the story. 

4. As you write (using chart paper or a document viewer), make verbal statements that 
describe your own decision-making processes: 

 “Now I need to summarize my main points. I think I should look back at my 
outline of points that I made in the rest of the essay.” 

 “Hmm, what can I have this character say now in order to show how upset she 
is?” 

 “How can I spell this word? It will help if I say the word slowly to myself first.” 
5. After you have completed the write-aloud for a short text, ask students to comment on 

what they noticed about your thinking during the activity. You may want to ask students 
to talk about what seemed to be most important to accomplish as you were writing. You 
might also ask students to describe what you were thinking about as you wrote a 
challenging part of the writing. 

6. It may also be useful to ask students to talk about their own thinking and decision-
making used while they are writing this same kind of text or to work with a partner to 
write their own example. 

Attachment/Resources: NA 

Reference/Research:  

Adapted from http://www.readwritethink.org/professional-development/strategy-
guides/write-alouds-30687.html  
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